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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) |3 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

2) □ Notice of Drattsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) M Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date 14 March 2005 . 6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 51105 



Application/Control Number: 09/827,463 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2616 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . Claims 3-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 3, line 26, there is no antecedent basis for "said virtual file generating 
means ". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 

the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 

the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 

were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 

under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 

not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 

consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or .(g). 

prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

3. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yamamoto JP-1 0248048 (US 6,236 ,802 is a patent family of JP-1 0248048 is used as 
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English translation for JP-1 0248048) in view of JP-09330552 A) (US 6,301 ,432 is a 
patent family of JP 09330552 A used as English translation of JP 09330552 A). 

Regarding claim 1 , Yamamoto discloses a data recording/reproduction 
apparatus (See US 6236802,Figs. 2 and 3) provided with a plurality of input/output 
means for inputting and outputting data including video data and audio data and 
adapted to record data including video data and audio data input through said 
input/output means on a plurality of pieces of recording medium non-linearly accessible 
in allocated time slots means having : 

a video effect processing means for processing the video data in the vicinity of 
each of said editing point (near in -point) for predetermined specific video effects (Fig. 3, 
Fig. 15, column 9, lines 40-68) ; 

a video-effect-processed data extracting means for extracting the data processed 
for the video effects by said video effect processing means (column 1 1 , lines 30-68, 
Fig. 23) ); 

a recording control means for controlling said recording/reproduction means so 
as to record said video-effect-processed data extracted by said video- effect-processed 
data extracting means on said recording medium (column 1 1 , lines 30-68, Fig. 3) ; 

a first editing means selecting editing points including a starting point and an 
ending point of a predetermined storage area storing a first material data and a starting 
point (in point) and an ending point (out point) of a predetermined storage area storing 
a second material data to be inserted (dubbed) in said first material data (column 7 
lines 45-55, column 12, column 18, lines 30-65); 
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a second editing means for inserting said video-effect-processed data recorded 
by said recording/reproduction means in said first material data and generating a 
second piece of editing information for inserting said second material data as modified 
by the insertion of said video-effect-processed data in said first material data (column 
12 and column 18, lines 30-68) ; 

a virtual file generating means for generating first virtual file describing the 
recording area of said first material data (editing list ) on said recording medium on the 
basis of the first piece of editing information generated by said first editing means, a 
second virtual file (editing list) describing the recording area of said second material 
data on said recording medium on the basis of the second piece of editing information 
generated by said second piece of editing information and a third virtual file describing 
the recording area of said video-effect-processed data on said recording medium (Fig. 
15, column 12); and 

a reproduction control means for control said recording/reproduction means so 
as to reproduce the first material data, the second material data and the video-effect- 
processed data recorded on said recording medium on the basis of the first virtual file, 
the second virtual file and the third virtual file generated by said virtual file generating 
means (columns 12 and 18). 

Yamamoto fails to specifically teach that the medium is non-linearly accessible 
in allocated time slots . 

Miyawaki teaches an editing apparatus using a medium that is accessible in 
allocated time slot ( See US 6,301,432, columns 1-2) . 
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It would have been obvious to one o ordinary skill in the art to modify Yamamoto 
with Miyawaki by providing modify Yamamoto apparatus with a medium accessible in 
allocated time slot of Miyawaki as an alternative to the non linear accessible 
medium of Yamamoto for recording , reproducing and editing the video and audio 
signal in order to access the video and audio signal with high speed.. 

Regarding claim 2, Yamamoto as modified with Miyawaki further teaches that 
wherein the non-linearly accessible recording medium comprises a plurality of 
hard discs (See US 6,301,432, columns 1-2). 

Regarding claim 3, Yamamoto discloses a data recording/reproduction method 
(See US.6, 236,802, Fig, 3, column 20, lines 32-5) adapted to use a plurality of 
input/output means for inputting and outputting data including video data and audio data 
so as to record data including video data and audio data input through said input/output 
means on a plurality of pieces of recording medium non-linearly accessible and 
reproduce and output said input/output means any of the data recorded on said 
recording medium including video data and audio data, said method comprising steps 
of: 

selecting editing points including a starting point and an ending point of a 
predetermined storage area storing a first material data and a starting point (in point) 
and an ending point (out point) of a predetermined storage area storing a second 
material data to be inserted (dubbed) in said first material data (columnn18, lines 30- 
65); 
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processing the video data in the vicinity of each of said editing point for 
predetermined specific video effects (column 17, lines 60-65); 

extracting the video-effect-processed data processed for the video effects; (Fig. 
3, column 17, lines 40-68 

recording said extracted video-effect-processed data extracted on said recording 
medium (column 17, line 64-68); 

generating a first virtual file (editing list) describing the recording area of said first 
material data on said recording medium, a second virtual file (editing list) describing the 
recording area of said second material data on said recording medium and a third virtual 
file describing the recording area of said video-effect-processed data on said recording 
medium (column 18, lines 15-68, Fig. 3) ; and 

reproducing the first material data, the second material data and the video-effect- 
processed data recorded on said recording medium on the basis of the first virtual file, 
the second virtual file and the third virtual file generated by said virtual file generating 
means (column 18, lines 15-68). 

Yamamoto fails to specifically teach that the medium is non-linearly accessible 
in allocated time slots . 

Miyawaki teaches an editing apparatus using a medium that is accessible in 
allocated time slot ( See US 6,301,432, columns 1-2) . 

It would have been obvious to one o ordinary skill in the art to modify Yamamoto 
with Miyawaki by providing modify Yamamoto apparatus with a medium accessible in 
allocated time slot of Miyawaki as an alternative to the non linear accessible 
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medium of Yamamoto for recording , reproducing and editing the video and audio 
signal in order to access the video and audio signal with high speed.. 

Regarding claim 4, Yamamoto as modified with Miyawaki further teaches that 
wherein the non-linearly accessible recording medium comprises a plurality of 
hard discs (See US 6,301 ,432, columns 1-2). 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Fujita teaches an editing apparatus using data entry file for 
control the editing of audio and video signals. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HUY T. NGUYEN whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7378. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM -6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Groody can be reached on (571) 272-7950. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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